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Theological Seminaries, & 
Classically Educated Ministers; 
NO. 11. 


SuprposeD DIALOGUE BETWEEN A 
Doctor oF DIVINITY AND A 
Lay-PREACHER. 


D. D. Whenever human ambition 
proposes to obtain an object, it must 
use and rely on human means. 

L. P. In all this there is no great 
harm, provided the ambitious intend 
to do good, and employ proper cau- 
ses to produce good effects. 

D. D. I would not have you to 
suppose, that human ambition has e- 
rected and endowed Theological 
Seminaries. 

_L. P. The Lord Jesus, in propo- 
sing to save fallen free agents, docs 
not rely on human means, although 
he condescends to employ human 
agents, whom he selects, appoints, 
and qualifies for his service. He has 
not said, that the knowledge of hu- 
man creeds, and a profound or su- 
perficial skill in dead or foreign lan- 
guages, are to an American, indis- 
pensable pre-requisites to admission 
into the number of his ambassadors. 
But men have so said, and men con- 
tinue to say the same things. And 
further, these men have entered into 
2 conspiracy to keep all others out 
of their ranks who have not learnt 
to repeat a contradictory creed, and 
somewhat of the ancient languages 


spoken in former times at Jerusa- 
lem, Athens, and Rome. 

D. D. Tam shocked to hear you 
call this a conspiracy ! 

L. P. ’Tis nothing less than a con- 
spiracy. Who is so blind that he can- 
not see pri¢stcraft at the bottom and 
top of this conspiracy entered into 
between the hirclings and aritino- 
imians. Every minister called of God 
receives of Christ’s fulness ability 
to do good. None but Christ can be- 
stow this ability. He has created 
man—he knows what is in man. He 
hath, 1. endowed man with inte!lect. 
2. He hath converted an individual. 
8. On this individual he hath con- 
ferred gifts and grace. 4. He hath 
put his divine seal on a comniission, 
put it into the heart of a man, and 
said, to you is committed the minis- 
try of reconciliation, “ Go preach 
my gospel whosoever believeth 
shall be saved, whosoever believeth 
not shall be damned.” Now what say 
some of the clergy ? 

D. D. 1 can tell you what the 
learned clergy say—** Mirum in Mo- 
dum.”* And again, “ .Miltd docet fa- 
mes.”+ You must go to a Theologi- 
cal Seminary for one, two, or more 
years. You must study Simeon’s 
Skeletons and read the Biblia Hebrai- 
ca, &c. 

L. P. Do you learn to write and 
preach from Simeon’s Skeletons? E 


Gti 








*#¢ Ina wonderful mainer.” 
+ Hunger teaches many things.” 








°S-Wen 129 G eee eit 


7” 
pt cat ea TT oy 








—— - 











114 


should be glad to read Hebrew. Is 
not the authorized version of the Old 
‘Testament correct? 

LL. DB. To your first question I an- 
swer, ** Multa docet fames.” ‘lo 
your secon I say, the English trans- 
Jation is almost faultless, having no 
errors Which involve essential points 
of faith er morals. According to our 
translation, all the leading articles 
of religion remain undisturbed. That 
is, there are no errors in the English 
FHible which ever so remetely affect 
cither faith or practice. 

L. VF. Youscen to agree with the 
goed Dy Camyphell, whesays, *¥ hen 
Ged speaks to nen, it is reasonable 
to think that he addresses them in 
their own language. In the bible you 
will find nothing inflated, nething 
aficcted in style. The werds sre hu- 
man, but the sentinents are Civine. 
Accordingly, there is no beck in the 
world, as hath been often justly ob- 
served, which suffers less by a lite- 
ral translation into any other lan- 
guage.” The absolute necessity o 
ny deferring to call my sinful and 
dying neighbors to repentance, until 
I learn to read the Kebrew Bible, 
does not appear. 

Db. DB. But there is the Novum 
Testamentum Gracum. You can’t 
read Greek. 

L. FP. Nor do I find that He who 
has called me to preach in English, 
to people who understand no other 
Janguage, has any where said that I 
must read Greek. Is the English 
version of the New-Testament just 
and faithful ? 

D. LU. intended to include both 
covenants, when I said the English 
bible was a good version, Lut you 

are unlearned. I take you to be well 
inclined, and to have gifts. Come 
then to our Theological Seminary. 
No innovation of ancient creeds is 
intended, nor any alteration of the 
Engiish bible. 1 wish you well, and 
would gladly see you subscribe to 
our creed. But before you can preach 
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among us, our congregations must 
be informed that you have passed 
through the forms of an examination 
touching languages, Ac. 

L. P. Vo convince me of the ex- 
pediency, not to say necessity, of 
learning the Hebrew and Greek lan- 
guages, your arguments must be 
built on a supposition which you 
yourself admit to be false, viz. That 
the English bible does not give the 
sense of the original languages in 
which the Bible was written. But as 
far as 1 am infornied, all the truly 
learned vindicate our version. If 
sinners were not dropping off daily, 
I should have leisure to learn lan- 
guages 3; but as time is short, it is 
probable that my labors would be 
ill-directed if I studied in a divinity 
schoo]. If I conceive right of my call, 
it is to preach to people of my own 
way of living, thinking, fearing, and 
hoping. And as one observes, a 
preacher may be more profitably 
employed in studying different usa- 
ges and forms of speech among the 
common people, than in learning Jan- 
guages of which the common people 
know nothing. My business is to 
preach, to be instant in season, and 
out of season. 

L..U. 1 am afraid, after all your 
preaching, you will never know much 
of theology. Have you ever read 
Calvin’s Institutes, Toplady’s works, 
Brown’s System of Divinity, and 
other learned and orthodox books of » 
the same character. 

L. P. Yes, 1 have read these, and 
Fletcher’s Checks too. But I prefer 
my English bible to all of them ; and 
next to the bible, I believe F Jetcher 
has confounded all the Calvinistic 
writers. 

D. D. Do you know any thing of 
the rules of pulpit eloquence? Do 
you know any thing of sacred chro- 
nology, sacred geography, ecclesias- 
tical history, and church govern- 
ment? Do you know any thing of 
the Episcopal and Presbyteriam con- . 
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troversies ? Do you even know who 

ras the first, and is now the Pope? 
Do you know any thing of the pow- 
ers and duties of church courts? Do 
you know how much respect and o- 
bedience and money is due to theo- 
logically and classically educated 
ministers, Who can demonstrate that 
Christ died for a select number, and 
not for the whole of mankind? Do 
you know how far theologically and 
classically educated ministers may 
go in conforming to the world in its 
modern fashions of curling and 
dressing—and that these may inno- 
cently partake of worldly pleasures, 
receive the maxims of men, and at 
the same time ascend, without toil, 
up to the high places of clerical dis- 
tinction? Do you know that I deign 
to converse with you for your own 
good? 


L. P. When ever churches cease to 
offer power to the ambitious, wealth 
to the covetous, and a comfortable 
subsistence to the necessitous child— 
ease to the idle—and human science 
to the youth of high mind—But in- 
stead of these, has nothing to bestow, 
but the contempt of the cross—the 
poverty of self-denial with an empty 
purse—the labor of evangelists—the 
experience of christianity, and such 
mental culture as personal exertions 
can obtain ; and in addition to these, 
the contempt of antinomians, and the 
scorn of fashionable and licentious 
sinners, then I trow the ministry 
will not be sought after from world- 
ly motives. 

D. D. But why this digression ? 
Do you know any thing of the or- 
thodox creed, and the rules of Pulpit 
Eloquence ? 


L. P. Permit me, dear sir, to read 
you an extract of a letter from a 
reverend Professor, (a resident of 
one of the eastern states) to his 
friend in Boston, dated, Charleston, 
S. C. May 10, 1821. Perhaps ‘this 
extract will elucidate my reasoning. 


“Hitherto the young men of talents 
and learning in Carolina, who have 
engaged in the professions, have with 
a few exceptions, resorted either to 
law or medicine. But the day it is 
devoutly to be hoped is not distant, 
when the spirit of God will be pour- 
ed out on the churches, and literary 
institutions of this region, and then, 
numbers of these enterprising young 
men will press forward to lead on 
the armies of Zion, and share in her 
conquests and victories. Till this 
blessed day shall come, preachers from 
abroad must visit this interesting por- 
tion of our country, and aid in the 
mighty work of building up the church 
here.” 

Now, what if the Lorp Jesus 
Curist should, in His InFiniTE 
Wispom, pour out his spirit ona 
farmer, or mechanic, as illiterate as 
were Peter and Andrew the fisher- 
men; or on others as destitute of 
science as were the two sons of Ze- 
bedee ; or suppose others were call- 
ed from their secular avocations to 
preach the gospel, as was Matthew 
the publican, and all the other A- 
postles, will it be prudent for these 
farmers and mechanics, so called of 
God, to defer preaching; and will 
the dying people act wisely to defer 
hearing the words of eternal life 
‘Till the blessed day shall come,” 
when young men of talents and learn- 
ing shall, instead of law and medi- 
cine, be induced to choose the popu- 
Jar and comfortable profession of 
divinity ? 

What ifthe Divine Head of the 
living Church should fill the soul of 
a mechanic or farmer with the spi- 
rit of holiness—and call him to the 
special work of an evangelist—in- 
struct him by his spirit and word 
for this particular work—and com- 
mission him to go forth proclaiming 
** Repentance towards God and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ,’ would 
the person, so called, qualified, and 
commissioned, obey Curist by re- 
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fusing to ‘call sinners to repent- 

ance,” because doctors of divinity 

h: ve made it an indispensable pre- 
recuisite that, before admittance to 
the work and ofiice of an ** evange- 
list,’ the candidate who is to preach 
in the English language to the de- 
scendants of Englishmen, should be 
so well acquainted with latin and 
greek, as to pass hastily through the 
modern forms of a superficial exam- 
ination before professors of these 
languages ? 

Nothing can appear more absurd> 
than to make a superficial knowledge 
of dead languages an indispensable 
condition of admittance into “ Holy 
Orders”! But it is not a superficial 
Knowledge of languages only that is 
required ; a sectarian system must 
be studied and learnt—this is of more 
importance, and big with consequen- 
ces far more important, than a su- 
perficial knowledge of languages not 
Known to’ tie mass of the people. 

There is not one example or pre- 
cept in the New ‘Testament which 
authorizes men to make the know- 
ledge of dead languages a sine qua 
non—an indispensable condition of 
admittance to the right of preaching 
«* Christ as the Saviour of all men, 
especially of those who believe.” 
Neither is there any necessity for 
insisting on such pre-requisites— 
and Jess than all is there any utility 
resulting from that intolerance which 
takes upon itself the sole care of pro- 
viding ministers for the self-conceit- 
ed and vain-glorious, whose itching 

ears are turned aside from the in- 
fallible truths of the gospel. 


Just look at the effects of intole- 
rance :—Persons who are as igno- 
rant of the languages which were 
spoken by the ancient Romans, Gre- 
cians, and Hebrews, as the beast 
that is before their carriage, refuse 
to hear the plain men whom God 
Himself has qualified, sent forth, and 
ewned as his ambassadors, merely 
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because they have not a diplome 
from some theological institution! © 

There is no necessity for the major 
part of ministers learning dead lan- 
guages—in many instances such la- 
bor may be ill directed; for, as [ 
said before, those whose business it 
is to preach to people in insular sit- 
uations, and of peculiar habits of 
life and thinking, may be infinitely 
more profitably employed “in study. 
ing different dialects and forms of 
speech among the common people— 
this is a more difficult, and a more 
useful work than the study of dead 
languages. The onea man should do, 
and the other he need not leave un- 
done.”? Where, then, is the necessi- 
ty for refusing to let a man preach 
in his vernacular tongue to those 
who know no other tongue, merely 
because the first is ignorant of what 
the latter knows nothing of ? 

However useful it may be to an 
individual to have a thorough criti- 
cal knowledge of dead languages, 
the common sense of every man 
teaches, that mere dabblers in these 
languages can add nothing to the 
plentiful stores of translated biblical 
criticism, nor do they possess any 
advantage over the studious English 
scholar. 

No doubt of the faithfulness of 
the authorized version of the sacred 
books can be enterained but at the 
expence of the learning, and wisdom, 
and honesty of many truly learned 
men who expended three years on the 
work. Nor can any fault be found 
with the present authorized version, 
but at the expence of heads of col- 
leges and professors in divinity—for, 
if the present version is unfaithfnl 
they are bound to furnish a better. 
But it will be admitted that the pre- 
sent version is faithful, and many 
thousands can testify that the Bible 
in plain English, contains the words 
of eternal life”? Whence then, is the 
assumed right derived from, which 
is so unfeelingly exercised in ferbit- 











































ding a holy disciple of Christ to 
preach his gospel, merely because 
this holy man cannot spell in Greek 
and Latin, orread in Hebrew? O, how 
eontemptible in the eyes of common 
scase, does that classically and the- 
elogically educated “ man appear, 
who while contemning the real am- 
bassador of neaven, and boasting of 
his own knowledge of languages 
(dead to him), cannot deliver a ser- 
monof ordinary length without book, 
and who, when heeven reads what 
he calls a sermon, does it in so care- 
less a incod and manner as to make 
it serve for a tullaby. 

If we even suppose that the trans- 
lators of King Jaime’s Bible, were 
unlearned or unfaithful to their high 
trust, we can vetescapeerror, by con- 
sulting the innumerable new Trans- 
lations of the Bible, by consulting 
the great store of commentaries, by 
perusing the thousands of paraphra- 
ses, dissertations, Bible Histories, 
Bible Dictionaries, &c. &c. &c. And 
perhaps it will now be admitted, that 
a sensible farmer, or mechanic, if 
called of Ged to preach, and by his 
providence thrust into his vineyard, 
has as good a chance of obtaining, 
and retaining, a critical knowledge 
of the sacred books without expend- 
ing time and money in learning the 
eramped creeds and rusty rules of 
the schools, as those have, who, 
without any evident mental superi- 
ority, are taught to spell and read 
in dead languages. 

Will any serious man dare to come 
forward and say, that he believes 
the present authorized version to be 
so imperfect, as to make it necessa- 
ry or even expedient to know He- 
brew and Greek, in order to qualify 
aman for his work, whom Christ 
has sent to preach Himself to the 
people, as the only * Way, Truth, 
and Life?”? And if none dare say 
this, how presum ptious is it to set up 
a knowledge of languages as the 
atandard measnre to which a man 
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must come up before he can be or- 
dained to preach, or even be licenced 
to exhort dying sinners to flee from 
the wrath to come! 

By this time it may not be amiss 
to remind you Sir, that I have not 
said one word against any of the hu- 
man qualifications a faithful minis- 
ter can attain. But it is against In- 
tolerance which is producing formi- 
dable effects, effects unfriendly to our 
state of society, and hostile to pure 
religion—it is against inlolerance, 
which would banish primitive rights, 
subvert primitive order, and make 
merchandize of the gospel and the 
souls of men! It is against intoler- 
ance Which would set up tests, and 
languages, and creeds, und rusty 
rules, to which a man must submit 
and conform before he can be initia 
ted into the quarters of a comforta- 
ble subsistence—It is against these 
that the proiest is entered, 

We need not be astonished to find 
mole-hill foibles and follies conver. 
ted into mountains of pride and van- 
ity, whenever the simplicity of the 
gospel is contemned. 

The men whom our Saviour chose 
for his disciples and Apostles, were 
not so effeminate as to be alarmed 
when they set their feet in the mud 
on the shores of the lakes of Galilee, 
whither they went to call sinners to 
repentance. And has not the All- 
Wise Immanuel in all ages, chosen 
men to declare his word to the peo- 
ple, who'were conversant with their 
habits of living, modes of thinking, 
and methods of reasoning? Not on- 
ly do the “common people hear such 
gladly,” but they believe in Him 
who sent their brethren to invite them 
to His Kingdom. 

But just look at the wisdom of this 
world : Latin and Greek books, 
full of accounts of heathen debauch- 
eries, are put into the hands of laci- 
vious boys, (some no doubt are of a 
different description, yet these also 
are lecinto temptation) to teach them 
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how to read the pure word of God, 
and to assist in qualifying them to 
preach the holy doctrines of divine- 
ly inspired books! And after all, 
what du the majority of these learn? 

Sir, permit me to read an extract : 

‘* Men in general, « says the deep- 
ly learned and experienced Wesley, 
**are under a great mistake with re- 
gard to what is called, ‘The learn- 
ed World.’ They do not know, they 
cannot easily imagine how little 
learning there is among them; I do 
not speak of abstruse learning, but of 
what all divines, at least of any note, 
are supposed to have, namely, the 
knowledge of the Tongues, at least 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and of the 
common Arts and Sciencies. How 
few men of learning, so called, un- 
derstand Hebrew! Even so far as to 
_read a plain chapter in Genesis? 
Nay, how few understand Greek? 
Make an easy experiment. Desire 
that grave man, who is urging an ob- 
jection” (against those not classically 
and theologically educated,) ** only 
to tell you the English of the first 
paragraph in one of Plato’s Dia- 
logues. I am afraid we may go far- 
ther still. How few understand La- 
tin! Give one of them an epistle to 
‘Tully, and see how easy he will ex- 
plain it without his Dictionary. 

“« And with regard to the Arts and 
Sciences ; how few understand so 
much as the general principles of 
Logic. It will easily be observed, 
that Ido not depreciate learning of 
any kind.. The knowledge of the lan- 
guages isa valuable talent; so is 
the knowledge of the arts and scien- 
ces; both the one and the other may 
be employed to the glory of God and 
the good of man. But yet I ask, 
where hath God declared in his word 
that he cannot, or will not make use 
of men that have it not? Has Moses 
or any of the prophets affirmed this ? 
Ur our Lord? Or eny of his Apos- 
tles? You are sensible all these are 
against you ; [yeu who would make 
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it an indispensible pre-requisite to 
ordination that the candidate know 
something of dead languages.] you 
know the apostles themselves, all ex- 
cept Paul, were common, unphiloso- 
phical, unlettered men.” 

We shall not act unwisely, if e- 
ven at this time of day, we look to 
see how the prophets and preachers 
of the old and new Testaments were 
prepared for their respective tasks. 
We read of the schools of the pro- 
phets, of which Samuel, the son ofa 
prophetess and poetess was the foun- 
der. Perhaps in these schools the 
young men called to be prophets 
were educated with an express veiw 
to the office they were called to sus- 
tain. But no such advantage, (if ad- 
vantage it be, considered as a whole,) 
accrued to the writers of the books 
of the new ‘Testament and to the 
first preachers of the gospel. And if 
it be objected that their sufficiency 
was of God, and that the dictation 
of the Holy spirit supplied the nat- 
ural wants of the rude and illiterate 
men who were selected by an inti- 
nitely wise Providence to convey 
the knowledge of the divine wiil to 
men, we answer, that this applies, 
generally speaking, to the matter of 
the revelation, and not the manner 
—it must be looked for in the spirit 
of their writings and not in the very 
letter. The message of the Apostles 
was better than fine gold, yet was 
this treasure committed to earth- 
en vessels” that “the excellency of 
the power might be of God, ** and 


not of men. St. Paul himself, educa- 


ted in all the wisdom of the Greek 
schools, expressly disclaims any use 
of the ordinary decorations of human 
learning. The false teacher and his 
faction at Corinth had objected te 
him his want of eloquence, and con- 
trasted the plainess of speech, which 
the learned apostle used, with the or- 
naments which the Greeks so mucl 
valued in their scholastic teachers. 
St. Paul allows the charge—he ut- 























terly disclaimed the rules of the Gre- 
eian rhetoric—he was more intent on 
benefitting the people who knew no- 
thing ofthese rules, than in the choice 
and arrangement of words and peri- 
ods. ** But though I berude in speech, 
says this great and holy man, ** yet 
not in knowledge”—and fully vindi- 
cates himself by declaring that he 
acted agreeably to his divine commis: 
sion, since Christ had expressly sent 
him to ** preach the gospel not with 
wisdom of words.” Jt was therefore 
in conformity with the divine com- 
mands, that he came to the Corin- 
thians “not with excellency of 
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto 
you the testimony of God: For I de- 
termined not to know any thing a- 
mong you, save Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. And f was with you 
in weakness and in fear, and in much 
trembling. And my speech and my 
preaching was not with enticing 
words of mans wisdom, but in de- 
monstration of the Spirit and of 
power” 1. Cor. 2. 2—4. And as 
Paul preached, so did the other A- 
postles. Paul was learned, the other 
Apostles were illiterate. But,” it 
is said, “inspiration supplied that 
defect.” Proveit? Their inspiration 
supplied them with valuable and im- 
mutable truths, but it did not make 
them learned in other things, except- 
ting the knowledge of languages, 
which knowledge was then necessary 
to enable them to preach to different 
peoples in their vernacular tongues. 
But did their inspiration enable them 
to write with classic purity and el- 
egance ? 

Hear Macknight :—* The sacred 
oracles were not designed as works 
of genius, to attract the admiration 
of the learned, nor to set before them 
a fine model for their imitation ; 
but to turn mankind from sin to God. 
For which purpose, the graces of a 
fiorid, or even of a melodious style, 
were certainly of little value, in com- 
parison of those more solid excellen- 
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cies of sentiment and language, 
whereby the Scriptures have become 
the power of God unto salvation to 
all who believe them ; and will con- 
tinue so to be till the end of time. 
We may, therefore, in this, as in 
every other instance, afirm with the 
apostle, that the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, (1 Cor. 1. 25.) and 
may with understanding, ascribe to 
God, only wise, the glory that is due 
to him, on account of the admirable 
contrivance of his word.”” Now, whe 
can but admire the wisdom of men, 
who will not permit a man of God 
to preach, except he is acquainted 
with some of the technical terms of 
divinity-schools ! and can demon- 
strate that Christ died for a select 
number, and not for the whole of 
mankind! ! 

The Apostle Paul plainly declares, 
that the sufficiency of the gospel, as 
the means of salvation, without the 
recommendation of philosophical ar- 
guments, or the charms of human el- 
oquence, was the fulfilment of a pro- 
phecy by Isaiah. * Therefore, behold, 
I will proceed to do a marvellous work 
among the people, even a marvellous 
work and a wonder ; for the wisdom 
of their wise men shall perish, and 
the understanding of their prudent 
men shall be hid.’ Isa. 29. 14. Now 
it may be a question worthy to be 
answered by the writers and readers 
of sermons, how far the Apostle 
would have thought it his duty to 
employ, at least in any striking de- 
gree, any of the artificial ornaments 
of the language of the Greek schools, 
and the traditions of the Rabbinical 
legends, after he had declared that 
it was the settled purpose of God, 
that “the cross of Christ” should 
not be deprived of its own natural 
and independent ellicacy. Christ, 
says he, sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the Gospel: not with wisdom 
of words, lest the cross of Christ 
should be made of none effect. 1 Cor. 
1.17. Butdo not misunderstand me, 
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r2 ON ITINERATING. 


Tam no friend to Indolence or igno- 
rance—I am opposed to arrogance. 


« Was Mr Calvinordained? Was 
he either priest or deacon? And 
were not most of those whom it 
pleased God to employ in promoting 
the Reformation laymen also? Could 
that great work have been promoted 
at all, in many places, if laymen had 
not preached? And yet how seldom 
do the very papists urge this as an 
objection arainst the Reformation ?”? 

And to come to later times still :-— 
‘The primitive Methodist preachers, 
hike their eminent predecessors, the 
first heralds of the cross, were most 
of them piain men, called from their 
secular avocations, as were some of 
tic Apostles from their nets, to re- 
ceive the office and necessary quali- 
fications for ambassadors of Christ. 
Some of these were men of great na- 
tural and, acquired abilities—they 
were workmen who needed not to be 
ashamed of their Master, nor of his 
work—they went boldly forth, ma- 
King mention of his righteousness, 
and his only. What though they 
could not exhibit college parchment 
taken from the sheep of some parish- 
joner ; they could refer to divine evi- 
dences of their call to the work of 
spiritual shepherds. They simply 
and affectionately (never let us for- 
get the affection of the gospel) de- 
elared to their congr egation the im- 
portant truths taught in the Bible, 
and which they had happily expe- 
vienced in their own souls—and the 
Lord bore testimony to the words of 
his servants—signs and wonders 
were wrought in the name of the 
Holy One of Israel; and now these 
preachers, and their successors, are 
to be found spread over many places 
in the four quarters of the globe. It 
may reasonably be expected that 
whenever the Lord revives his work 
hie himself will cheose his own in- 
struments. 


FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY, 
On Ltinerating. 


Mr Editor, 

With increasing pleasure f peruse 
the numbers of the Wesley an Repos. 
itory. And to me itis truly gratify- 
ing to find, that in the recent mage 
azines published by christians of dif- 
ferent denominations, they publish a 
better gospel than they formerly 
preached, or than some individuals 
do now preach. Although it is many 
ifest that certain causes have opera: 
ted during the last twenty years, te 
produce a considerabie change in 
some christian societies, respecting 
certain controverted points in divin- 
ity ; namely, unconditional election 
and reprobation, and the final perse- 
verance of all who have once be- 
leived, yet those errors are not fully 
given up. The grand errors in the 
predestinarian scheine are, in gener- 
al, very cautiously avowed from the 
pulpit ; and when they are published 
itis almost always in a mutilated 
form ; omitting unconditional repro- 
bation ; a principle, fundamental in 
that system of secret decrees. Does 
this pre-suppose that the doctrines 
of Calvin, alluded to, are unscriptu- 
‘al? or have these doctrines become 
unpopular? If these doctrines are 
unscriptural, and | think they have 
been proved so to be, they can not be 
too soon abandoned, nor can this a- 
bandonment be too sincerely avowed 
in the most public manner. If the for- 
mer publishers of calvinism, are con- 
vinced, that it is unscriptural, they 
do but hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness While they hesitate to avow their 
convictions. 
still cherished, but not published, be- 
eause unpopular, is it not evident, 
that the enlightened understandings 
of the men of the present generation; 


conceive these doctrines to be un- 


profitable because unscr iptural 
The man of God, who is convinced 
of the Calvinistic errors, is bound te. 
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declare his dissent. The time serving 
hireling, who has his gain by the 
craft of pleasing, must be left to pur- 
sue his accustomed course. No ar- 
guments willinfluence him, but such 
as have the weight of money or ap- 
plause appended to them. 

Many very respectable periodical 
publications are daily awarding 
commendation to missionary labors, 
the date of whose commencement can 
not be traced more than 20 years 
back. For nearly a century past, 
Methodist itinerancy has received its 
full share of traduction. Has it late- 
ly been discovered by certain inge. 
nious men, that this despised plan of 
itinerating must be adopted, in or- 
der to counteract error and dispute 
the moral ground of the world with 
the roaring lion who goeth about, 
secking whom he may devour? I 


wish ** God speed”’ to the efforts and 


actual labors of the pious of all de- 
nominations ; but I must be permit- 
ted to say, that I believe much of the 
machinery attached to modern itiner- 
ancy is set in motion by those fears 
which are ever crying. “Our craft 
is in danger.” 

The true minister of Christ can- 
not be found with these veiws. I 
think it must be admitted on all 
hands, that many of the auxiliaries 
of the genuine itinerants, are very 
faint imitations—the mere shadows 
of the genuine missionary. However, 
this may serve to keep up the ap- 
pearance of good things, and make 
some noise in the world. But how 
greatly the work, the real work of 
religious reformation will be promo- 
ted thereby, [ must leave to others to 
conjecture. Who would have thought 
a century ago, that KE. P. L & B. 
would have been such zealous and 
conspicuous friends oi itinerancy? 
Let us imitate the conduct of him 
who said, Whether the gospel was 
preached out of good will or conten- 
tion, he did rejoice and would rejoice. 
This I conceive is no very easy les- 


son to learn; yet it may be learnt 
by the real saint. The faithful labor 

or Can have no objection to others 
stepping into a line of things made 
ready to their hands, provided the 
new itinerants preach Christ as the 
Saviour of all who obey him. Who 
sincerely invite all men to come to 
Christ as the Redeemer of all, and 
as the Intercessor for all. But to be 
followed by striplings in search of a 
comfortable subsistence, or of a rich 
wife, and to be treated by these, as 
deserving the must ineffable con 

tempt, is really trying even to the 
most experienced and spiritua’ in the 
itinerant field. The conduct of these 
supercilious young ones, plainly 
asks—Whiio but \ -? 


[Tam not without hope, that even 
this conduct will tura out for the 
furtherance of the gospel. From such 
management in sacred things, I 
think the natural and fair conclusion 
to be one of two. 1. That many who 
were formerly opposed to itinerancys 
are now convinced of its utility—or, 
2, to collect the ruins of a shattered 
cause, a new mode of movement, and 
a better system of doctrines, than 
old platforms authorize have been 
adopted. Charity would lead to the 
former conclusion, and to this con- 
clusion Laward my adherence, when- 
ever | am permitted so to do by ac- 
tual states of things passing under 
my own observation. 

NOTA BENE. 
ap GD 

As weat first said,so we still say, essavs on 
church government will be admitted into 
our columns. For inserting the tollow ng 
articles no apology is necessary, as any one 
is at liberty to reply; and not only are wri- 
ters welcome to controvert any essay or 
doctrine contuined in this work, they are 
invited so to do, if they discover any errors 
worth the trouble of retuting. Truth is wor- 


thy of defence at all times, 
EDITOR. 
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TOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
On Church Government, 
NO. 1. 


*Some twigs of the: Id scourge are left behind.’ 

In the year 1785, it was deemed 
necessary for the Methodists socie- 
ties in the Lnited States to become 
an independent body. Mr Wesiey, 
therefore, appointed ‘Thomas Coke 
L. L. b. a minister of the church of 
England and a subject of the king of 
Gieat Britain, and Francis Asbury 
an Kngiishman by birth, but acitizen 
of the Lnithd States, joint Superin- 
fenuents over the Methodist Church 
in Anerica. The name of superi- 
tendents was changed to the titie of 
Bishops tor the following reason, as 
it is said:—** As the transiators oi 
our version of the Bible have used 
the English wora bishop insteaa of 
Superiniendeni, it has been thought 
hy us, that it would appear more 
Scriptural to adopt theix term: bish- 
op.”’ 1 vol. Minutes P. 50. nete. A 
form of church government was 
drawn up by the Bishops and adopt- 
ec by the conierence compesed only 
of Preachers. All the doctrines taught 
by Mr Wesley, and part of the form 
of discipline established in England, 
were adopted in America, but as the 
Methodist Church was kpiscopal, 
there were some Variations ; in these 
Variations, the forms of the Estab- 
lished church in England were in 
general adopted or altered. Dr Coke 
was the Frincipal in forming the dis- 
cipline. Ana this maxim will be 
found to pervade every provision re- 
lative to government in the Metho- 
dist church. viz * 4 minister ought 
to guvern those among whom he la- 
bors.” 'Lhis maxim will be found in 
every part of that form of govern- 
ment which Dr Coke was authorized 
to establish in the Lnited States of 
America. Dr Coke was an inde(ati- 
gable and successtul gospel Minister, 
but even his friend and Biographer, 
Jonathan Crowther, does not acmit 
him to have been a man of first rate 
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natural abilities, nor does he hesitate 
to say that Dr Coke was not emi- 
nent for acquirements. In estina. 
ting his character, we must allow 
him the praise of uncommen indus. 
try. And in reviewing the disc ipline 
he had so large a share in forming, 
we ought to make allowances for hig 
national and poiitical prejudices, and 
his high toned clericai } redelictions, 
That Dy Coke was not infallible, £ 
shall prececd to prove by a quotation 
from the Discipime at fist foried. 
What Lam about to quote has al- 
ways been astanding law in oui con. 
nection. 1 knew not how olten it has 
been acted on, neither do i tear its 
operation. 

in page 91, 20th edition of dici- 
pline, i read, © if a memlLer of cur 
church shall be clearly convictea of 
endeavouring to sew dissentions in 
‘any oi our secieties, by inveighing’ 
‘(uttering censure ©: reproxcl) a- 
‘gainst etther our doctrines or «isci- 
spline, such persons so ofiendings 
‘shall be first rej roved by tie senior 
‘minister or preacher of lis cucuit, 
‘and if he persists in such | ernicicus 
‘practices, be shall be expeiled trom 
‘the church.” 

A person inimical to the dectrines 
of a church, which doctrines are fun- 
damental scripture Goctrines, ought 
in justice to be expelled. The doc- 
trines of the ‘Trinity—The Di- 
vinity of Christ—'ihe jesurrection 
of Christ—'The elicacy and ful- 
nesss of Atonenient fer al} the hu- 
man race—The Divinity and equal- 
ity of the Boly Spirit— ‘The sufl ci- 
ency of the holy Scripture to teach 
the way of salvation—and whatever 
else is contained in the Discipline 
purely dectrinal, ought to be believ- 
ed. And when I hear any one speak 
lightly of our doctrines, although I 
would not punish him for his cen- 


‘sure, yet I receive his assertions as 


an acknowledgement of his ignor- 
ance of the truth of the doctrines 
taught among us. In one word, J do 
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uot believe these doctrines can be 
successfully controverted. Thou- 
sands of the living have tested their 
excellence and truth in every situa- 
tion of life, and thousands have died 
testifving that they were in accor- 
dance with ed’s word. I contem- 
plate our doctrines with the utmost 
satisfaction, but it is in my soul, my 
flesh and my bones, to detest the in- 
tolerent acts of men. 

Can any thing nore tyrannical be 
imagined, than the act of a puny 
man, who expels a nenber frona 
religious society, because he censur- 
ed a fallible legislative body, .in 
which he was not represented, for 
passing alaw which deprived hin 
of iis inherent liberty of oninion ant 
speech? !! Mor instance, [ censure 
the above rule of Conference as ty- 
rannical. And [ shall proceed to 
prove it a tyrannical law, —a law o- 
penly and avovedly hostile to ny 
rights as a hunan being, a christian, 
anil a native citizen of a free coun- 
try. What then, must I be expelled 
the church for this righteous act? 
Must I be expelled for exposing an 
act of fallible nea! Can the inquisi- 
tion exceed this? It may by an auto 
de fe. This method of expulsion, Is 
to se sure, a very Couvenient way of 
siloncing conscientious scruples when 
urged against the compulsory laws 
of men! And are we not to suspect 
the legislative wisdom of those, who 
attached penalties of religious ter- 
rors and pains toa complaint! Who 
coustitated such men infallible ru- 
Jers in Christ’s kingdon? On sucha 
lays as I am now reviewing, it is 
hardly necessary to offer a co nment. 
Could they take their course in a 
state of society that was unprovidec 
with the strongest counteractions to 
their design and tendencies, they 
would produce the most serious mis- 
chiefs. They are clearly at variance 
witi the only efficient mca sof sup- 
porting truth. There is nothing in 
such laws but what are hostile to the 


rights of men—nothing which sa- 
vours of the charities of the gospel. 
Such penalties areas really violations 
of the spirit and letter of the laws of 
Christ as the persecutions of civil ru- 
lers. Uhe third answer of section the 
seventh, as contained in the discipline 
ought to be expunged from every co- 
py- A METHODIST, 


NO. IL 


“What purpose has the king of saints in view? 

Why falls the gospel like a gracious dew ? 

To loose the links which galled nankiad be- 
fore? 

O+ bind chains faster on, and :dd still more?” 


itis said the spirit of enquiry is 
abroad, and that men are tracing 
effects up to taeir causes. By this 
mode of procedure, prejudice, and 
appetite, and clerical supremacy, 
have become alarmed. We may ex- 
pect to sce seliishness and vanity u- 
nite to resist inprovenent. Charac- 
ter. local information, and general 
intelligence, will all be prostrated 
before the combination opposed to 
revision, amendiments, and altera- 
tion, unless the people (L mean the 
members of religious communties) 
are true to their best interests. 

I revere and love a laborious, disin- 
terested preacher of the gospel, yet, I 
cannot help, whatever others may 
think and do, L cannot but datter my- 
self, that the days have been nuinber- 
ed with the years beyond the fleod— 
wherein it was said to be an essential 
part of an ortnodox creed to believe 
that absolute power, in the hands of 
the ministry, was a sacred deposit, 
and that no amendments or aijtera- 
tions were of any account, but such 
as originated with those who legisla- 
ted for themselves. Alinost every 
syllable on the pages of church his- 
tory prociaims, that it has never 
been safe to trust the gospel minis- 
try with unlimited power. To invali- 
date this testimony, it has been cus- 
tomary for the clergy to call in pre- 
judice to impose an arbitrary mean 
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ing on scripture names of office, and 
to contend against experience by 
throwing a gloss over history. Su- 
preme rulers would allay our fears 
by parading their motives, but they 
will go no farther to remove our ap- 
prehensions. They will make no sur- 
render of assumed perogative. Noin- 
deed, they would rather «bind chains 
on, and add still more.”? Ah! noor 
clerical human nature, how fond art 
thou of governmental reeulations, 
provided thou mayest enact and re- 
peal at pleasure, and without respon- 
sibility. Whether thou art a priest 
of Rome, or a priest of the Reformed 
episcopacy, or a priest opposed to 
both, or a Methodist, thou art as 
true to the lust of dominion as the nee- 
dle to the pole. Let this be spoken 
to the shaine of majorities. There are 
some happy exceptions, these are 
worthy of double honor, and have e- 
vinced their fitness to rule with wise 
dom, whenever the people shall soli- 
cit their assistance. 


What shall we think of a body> 
who legislate for themselves and for 
the people—after this. the individu- 
als of this body disperse themselves 
and execute the laws they have enac- 
ted. In the first place, these laws 
were made without consulting the 
people, in the second place, these laws 
are executed by the enactors of them 
without the controul of the people. 
Some of these laws have reference 
only to those who made and execute 
them, but the majority of these laws 
affect the character and sometimes 
the property of others who had no- 
thing to do with their enactment, 
and as little with their execution. 
Now, if these laws were all found 
embodied in the New Testament, and 
were only reduced to a sort of tech- 
nical phraseoloy by men self elected, 
no great evil could result from their 
promulgation and execution, but ma- 

ny of those laws are the work of fal 
lible men, who cannot pretend to be 
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delivered from every vestige of sel]- 
fishness. The people know, that in 
too many cases, the great enquiry 
has been, ** How can we best secure 
our powers ?” The enquiry ought to 
have been, how can we best avail 
ourselves of the piety and _ intelli- 
gence of the people. To rule inde- 
pendent of the people, is, with many, 
the great, ruling, and last expiring 
passion. 


To every question which can be 
asked relative to the motives, tem- 
per, spirit, object and means, and 
whatever else is closely or remotely 
connected with the administration of 
church government, the New Testa- 
ment will furnish plain answers. Let 
the decisions of the New ‘Testament 
be what they may, those decisions 
must be right, and to this infallible 
authority, I for one, feel bound to 
submit, and not only to yield a cold 
submission, but a sincere and prompt 
obedience. Therefore, instead of run- 
ning to the authority of the venera- 
ble Founder of Methodism, I shall 
consult the New Testament. On one 
occasion, when the Apostles gave 
place to the lust of power, and con- 
tended among themselves who should 
be the greatest, Jesus calling to him 
alittle child, placed him in the midst 
of them, and said, * Verily I say un- 
to you; unless ye be converted,” en- 
tertain different views of my king- 
dom, **and become as children, ye 
shall never enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” It was the ambition of the 
two sons of Zebedee, which caused 
the divine rebuke. They would sit 
one on the right hand, the other on 
the left. And how often do we sce the 
same ambition at work. A minister 
sometimes comes among a people as 
their chief, not as the servant of 
Christ, or of his people, but as asyc- 
ophant, as amiser, as alord! Cer- 
tainly such an one is worthy of more 
neglect than he receives, for he is so 
intent on personal aggrandizement, 
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that he will barter the truth of the 
gospel for smiles, and applause, and 
weaith. But in the reproof given to 
ambition by our Lord, there is noth- 
ing to encourage clerical aspirants, 
much less is there in his rebuke, a- 
ny thing like credentials to author- 
ize clerical supremacy. Indeed, itis 
impossible to imagine a greater con- 
trast, than is to be found between 
Christs instructions, and that over- 
weening spirit of clerical pride 
which will barter every thing sacred 
for popularity and domination. No 
wontler that the ten were filled with 
indignation when they heard of the 
request of the two. * But Jesus call- 
ed them, (the fen) unto hin, and said, 
ye know that the princes of the Gen- 
tiles exercise dominion over them, 
and they that are great, exercise au- 
thority upon them. But it shall not 
be so among you, but whosoever 
will be gre: at among you, let him be 
your minister ; and ‘whosoever will 
be chief among you, let him be your 
servant: Even as the son of man 
cane not to be ninistered unto, but 
to ninister, and to give his life a ran- 
son for many.” Now, I think no one 
will deny, that in these words of our 
Lord, is contained a positive prohi- 
bition to exercise lordship over an e- 
qual, or over the people. And if Su- 
premacy was not conferred, on in- 
spired apostles, is it for one mo: nent 
to be believed, that the persons whose 
nanes are to be found in the long 
list of Archbishops, Bishops, and o0- 
ther titulary versonages, were law- 
fully crowned  lords-spiritual and 
lords-tempoval? And what shall we 
say of nodern preachers, are they 
invested wit. authority to ascend the 
high places of supremacy? It would 
seem from the declaration of our 
Lord, * My Kingdom is not of this 
world,’’ and from his instructions to 
his disciples, that he intended that 
the government of his church should 
differ from all secular governments, 
inasmuch as his Apostles, ministers, 
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and disciples, were to regard each o- 
ther as entitled to the same rights, 
and he alone was to be considered the 
greatest, who was the most sincere 
and faithful imitator of his Lord's 
humility, labour, and devotien to 
the service of mankind. 


The King of kings and Lord of 
lords, refused a temporal crown ; nor 
would he countenance the least ap- 
pearance of arrogance in his m st 
devoted followers. Indeed, the most 
devoted, were the farthest removed 
from vain conceits. And when He 
sent forth His Ministers to preach 
His gospel to every creature, to form 
christian communities, to instruct 
such ministers into the nature of his 
government as he might raise up in 
the different nations, there is not one 
word to be found which countenances 
the Roman Catholic notion, that Me 
intended his followers to be united 
in one sacred empire under the do- 
minion of St. Peter! [think it would 
be very diilicult to prove, that all 
the preachers and people in a pro- 
vince were to be placed under sub- 
bishops. [I am inclined to believe, 
that no sort of pre-eminence was 
granted, or intended to be granted to 
few or more ministers over the rest. 
And that from one or three heads, 
the whole number of preachers should 
be graduated by a descending scale. 


Perhaps we should not greatly err, if 
we were to compare a form of Church 
government to a house erected for the 
accomodation of a large f family. A 
person about to become an inmate of 
this family would naturally enquire 
—Is the house placed on a good foun- 
dation? Is it ina good situation to 
receive the benefits of essential light 
and pure air? Is it constructed so as 
to yield equal comfort and protection 
to each member of the family?) Or 
has it thrones it one room, high seats 
in others, no seats in othera? ? Are 
some rooms furnished with good 
beds and other conveniences, and are 
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others destitute of every convenience? 
Ave the occupants of the furnished 
rooms changed from one comforta- 
ble room to another at the will and 
bidding of one man? And has this 
man suflicient information to guide 
him in removing occupants from one 
room to another? What rules are 
laid down for his governance in 
these particulars ? 

I will dismiss this figure for the 
purpose of enquiring if it would not 
be marvellously strange to see a peo- 
ple whose political “predelictio: iS, 
guided by an enlightened under- 
standing, led them to prefer a repub- 
lican for m of civil a om aa 
this people should be led to prefe 
or be persuaded long to submit fos i 
monarchial or aristocratical form of 
church government? Suppose the libe- 
ral and disinterested preachers com- 
plain; and suppose the people also 
utter their complaints—are all the 
complainants to be informed, that it 
is a characteristic common to those 
in power, not to regard any plan of 
improvement which has for its ob- 
ject an identity of interests, but to 
oppose with an obstinate, yea, with 
an inflexible resistance, every move- 
ment which may be made to abridge 
the rights of rulers, and to admit a 
Jay-delegation into the secret cham- 
bers of legislation. 

No one ought to be surprized or 
alarmed, if Ameri icans, as such, pre- 
fer respectful petitions, declaring 
their dissatisfaction with ev ery ves- 
tige of former ecclesiastical tyran- 
nies. It can answer no good purpose 
to hold up excommunication in ter- 
Forum, as the scourge of complaint. 
Especially, when in our day, and un- 
der our form of political government, 
the people have witness ve the very 
absurdity of absurdities ; namely, A 
man who professes to be the servant 
of all, took it into his head to imag 
ine, that he, as an individual, was 
invested with supreme authoriy !. A- 
nother man, (who had received a gra- 
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tutious, in addition to a previous and 
ample compensation) refused an of- 
fice of high trust and widely exten- 
ded prerogative, merely bec: ause his 
former equals and ss: Sia s refused 
to submit to certain wild pretensions 
and assumptions of arbitrary pow- 
ers. he first man held his sceptre 
as a leritimate successor; that is, 
his rigit to arbitrary rule was de- 
rived in the common routine of suce 
cession! The second man thoucht 
himself as surely in the succession 
as the first! But in very truth, John 
Wesley was no pope! how higily 
soever some persons may pretend to 
value the authority said to be deri- 
ved from him. Mr Wesley never 
pretended to be an infallible being. 
He was the highly honored instru- 
ment of infinite good to hundreds of 
thousands ; but it seems rather ri- 
diculous to expect that men of ano- 
ther generation should be invested 
with all the powers, and more pow- 
er too, than John Wesley ever had, 
or than ever fell to the lot of the 
twelve apostles. But if Mr Wesley 
had even been a pope, I, for one, 
would claim the privilege of clinging 
to the apostles, who were not popes. 
The Divine Master of the household 
informed his family—* Ye are bre- 
thren, and one is your Master, even 
Christ.” Brethren have the same 
rights, privileges, and immunities. 
The supreme rulers in our church, 
pretend to have inherited absolute 
power, as the lawful heirs of Mr 
Wesley. But when or where did Mr 
Wesley appoint them his successors 
over men of another generation and 
country? After this "is proved, it 
would seem expedient to prove, that 
Mr Wesley had authority to deprive 
some of their inalienable rights, and 
to confer enormous and incompatible 
powers on others. I should be glad 
to be informed of any passage in ’ the 
New Testament, if such passage 
there be, in which the laity were <e- 
prived of an elective or representa- 
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tive privilege. Such a deprivation is 
not to be found in the first chapter of 
Acts, nor in the 15th chapter of 
the same book. And if the people 
may be allowed to read the history 
of the early ages of the church, and 
after having read, to form an opin- 
ion of their own, they must be con- 
firmed in their beliel, that absolute 
power never was, as a sacred depo- 
sit, committed to the gospel minis- 
try. (1 call legislation, without rep- 
resentation, absolute power.) Every 
one knows, that an extended itine- 
‘ant ministry cannot be governed as 
a local body. Nor can a large iocal 
body be governed as an itineiant 
ministry. ‘There should be a repre- 
sentation of both, ifan identity ot in- 
terests is to be maintained. butit 
will be asked, why need the people 
burden themselves with a lay-repre- 
sentation? And then we are reicrred 
to our unexampled prosperity as a 
people! I cannot now take time to 
examine all that has been said a- 
gainst a lay-delegation, nor attempt 
to prove its necessity. This may be 
done hereafter, when it will, perhaps, 
appear that no form of church go- 
vernment is adapted to our state of 
society, but such an one as will pro- 
mote the general prosperity, by se- 
curing the rights and promoting the 
prosperity of each individual. We 
have much to be thankful for, many 
reasons to rejoice, and not a little to 
amend, A METHODIST. 
——» @ a 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
Thoughts on Books, No LI. 

Solomon perceived that though ardent 
and long continued study debilitates the 
physical powcrs, yet the propensity among 
mankind to make bcoks is endless. He who 
is capable of appreciating the value of mo- 
dein elementary works, will feel vo inclina- 
tion to find tault with this everlasting desire 
to make books, which has been productive of 
$0 great scientific benehts to Lurope aud A- 
merica.W hata treasure tothe Luglish scho- 
lar is the octavo editionof Murray’s gram- 
mer. ‘Lhis elementary treatise which lus ta- 
ken the precedence of all former works on 
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the same subject, is the production of a li- 
Ving author. 10 the anc.ents we ave indebt- 
ed for but tew clementary books. Euclids 
eements of Geometry is almost the only el- 
ementary work that has not been improved 
or originated by modern genius. All the 
branches of Mathematicks, astronomy, nat- 
ural history, and chymistr,, &c &c. have 
been carried to their present st te of ime 
provement by means of the masterly mans 
ner in which their elements are developed. 
‘Lhere have been few Geometrical infidels 
since the days of Euclid. Even the infallible 
inyuisitions, Ceased to terrify astronomer. * 
aiter the publication of the Principia. Since 
chymistry lias been raised to the dignity ofa 
science, and its elements evolved truth to 
the dupes of Alchvicy, and the rury of the 
mob against those supposed magicians, nave 
dis. ppeared, the value of correct elementa- 
ry books is inCalculable; no general pro- 
gress Cun be made in useful knowledge 
witiiout them. While scicnce has de ived 
such vast benefit frem this ource how isit 
that divinity 1s so tar behind jaand! Is ..octa 
complete elementary book cn religion still 
wanting ? Can its place be supplied by any 
human artifice or labor? But has not the 
church in every age, been supplied with 
creeds—confessions of faith—articles otf re- 
ligion—and catechism &c. and are not these 
elencniar, ? Besides, have not many excele 
lent authors drawn out the doctrines of ree 
ligion into elementary forms? We are far 
from tecling disposed to undervalue many 
of their compilations, but when the best of 
them are brought into comparison with 
some ci the elementary works upun the scie 
ences, we Cannot help feeling for their dis- 
parity. Mr Calvins institutes, are highly 
creditable to his genius, and have hada 
general influence in that school in givinga 
systematical iorm totheclogical studies; but 
when we hear Dr Watts talk of laying 
* awful Calvin by,” the epithet raises in our 
miuncus, an idea opposite to ou: previous con- 
ception of elementary instruction The 
catechism &c. that are formed upon the mo- 
del vf that reformer’s system of theology, 
have 1o our feelings indeed something awiul; 
a sensation, Which always in such works 
suspends and confounds, rather than ex- 
pands ard.entightens our intellects. Melanc- 
thon’s ** Zheological common places,” is said 
to have obtained an extensive circulation in 
Germany and France, and to have been 
translaied into Italian and read much in I- 
taly, till the inquisition Ciscovered that it 
was written by the learned friend and com-- 
panion of the German Reformer. Luther 
extolled it, and considered it sufficient with 
the bible to form a good divine. ‘his work 
we have never seen, and are led to wonder 
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if it be really a work of superlative merit 
why itis not in general circulation. Wehave 
seen no elementary book from the Arminian 
school, that has challenged our unqualified 
admiration. In the writings or the two W es- 
dey’s, and Fletcher, we think we have found 
much elementary matter which would be 
worthy of a plecein any treatise. The cate 

nation of causes and effects, which is applied 
to the illustration of the plan of salvation in 
« Predestinution Calmly Considered”—the 
sermons on the “ spirit of bondage and a- 
doption” and ‘* on degrees of zeal” in mat- 
ters of compzrative religious importance— 
the gosfiel axioms, and above all, the pro- 
positions of the scripture scales, contain el- 
ementary treasures, which we cannot suffi- 
ciently prize. ** Lo? these are only parts of” 
(a whole system) * but how little a portion 
of (it) is heard” in this perspicuous and com- 
prehensive form. It would be unpardonable 
not to notice “the Rise and Progress of re- 
ligion in the soul” in our view of elementa- 
ry works. This has certainly proved a most 
useful beok, though it is not exactly to our 
liking. We also think it a little too fleshy 
and plethoric, if we may be allowed the 
comparison for such a work. We need say 
nothing of the particular tenets of the ex- 
cellent author, as they are well known, and 
who could not have expected, or required a 
less show of them? Should some genius 
hereafter appear, every way qualified to 
produce a complete elementary | elgious 
work, he may effect a revolution similar to 
that which has been accomplishad in sci- 
ence by the same means. but here our re- 
fiections upon the deplorable inattention or 
prejudice of the Methodist preachers in A- 
merica, in regard to elementary learning, 
constrains us to pause. ‘The great body of the 
Local preachers could not be induced by ar- 
sument or persuasion to study any element- 
ary work, or take lessons from hving in- 
structors, though they should be given gra- 
tis. And though the discipline has of lace 
years required of candidates for the travel- 
ling connection some knowledge of gram- 
mar, geography, and Keclesiastical history 
&c.* and of course to undergo such mode 





* ‘jhis seems to be taking tor grouted 
what perhaps needs proot. ‘Lhe disci, line 
says * It shall be the duty of the Bishops, or 
of acommittee which they may appoint, to 
point out a Course of study proper to be pur- 
sued by candidates for the nunistry,” &c, 
Now it is evident, that this course of -tudy, 
may be nothing more than a gencral course 
of reading, Without requiring one rule to be 
committed to memory, or the application of 
it to be made. If such should be the fact, 
there wouid be no impropriety or mcousis- 
tency in appointing P. Eiders, or any body 
clse, toask the candidates whether they had 
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of examination, as the A. Conference may 
direct, Yet this ruleis not ony ina fair way 
to be evaded, but converted to the purposes 
of strengthening tie powers that he. The 
southern conferences, it is said, have set 
the example of making the P. Elders a com- 
mittee of examination «2x . fficio, and other 
Conferences are. advise: by authority to fo}- 
low the example. Now it is well known 
that P. Elders are not selected by the Bishe 
ops on account of their elementary ‘earning, 
In one instance, we have reason to b- lieve 
that this extraordinary arrangemeut cvent- 
uated ina very elaborate address to the 
* young gentlemen,” as the eloquent speak- 
er stvled the candidates, the purpor: of 
which was, to Convince them that by decla- 
ring their approbation of the doctrines and 
discipline of the church, they were solemn- 
ly bound to mainrain forever, ail the peculi- 
arities of the present government. and not te 
suffer one jot or tittle of it to pass away. It 
might have been supposed, that when self 
taught young men were about to!.e examined 
the ability of the committe of examination, 
would have been made a previous question, 
For one, who does not know one part of 
speech from another, to tuke an office to 
examine young men in gram:nar, uot only 
reflects discredit on himself, but upon those 
who knowingly or heedlessiy appointed 
him. Let not the turn these thoughis h.ve 
taken be deemed officious or obtrusive, they 
are suggested and called forth by the unac- 
countubk and portentious silence of those 
whose official station binds them * to cry a- 
loud and spare not.” Tosee men who know 
the inestimable value of elementary learn- 
ing, because they possess it, looking’ mutely 
on, While these keys of knowiedge are ne- 
glecied or trifled with, stirs our spirits with- 
in us. A body of preachers, among whom 
eleentary learning is treated with indiffe- 
rence or contempt, are destined at ao dis- 
tan: day, to experience the same treatment 
from the public. It is a fatality from which 
as a body, no zeal, no diligence, no good- 
ness can possibly save them. hey stand in 
Jeopardy every hour, and expose the inte- 
resis of religion itseli to the utmost hazard. 





read the list of books that sc been put into 
their hands? Anditis a mere matter of 
moonshine, whether a man reads a book a 
month before or after he is admitted inte 
the ‘l. connection. , 
tet & To 

“When the spirit of Christianity shall. 
exert its proper influence over the minds of 
individuals, and especially over the minds 
ot public men in their public Capacities, 
war will Cease throughout the Christian 
world,” BrsHop WATSON. 
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